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Ji: Curiosity and love for the subject.
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Ji: Persistence is certainly important. Each person is talented in his or
her own ways. The famous Edison said “Genius is one percent inspiration,
ninety-nine percent perspiration.” Maybe the same percentage applies to
persistence and talent.
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Ji: Yes, it happens all the time. A famous mathematician Peter Sarnak at
Princeton Univ said that the common state of a mathematician is being
stuck. One way out of this is to consider/view the problems from different
perspectives and also work on a variety of problems. We need persistence
but should be flexible in some ways. For most problems, solutions will come
eventually, though maybe from different sources.
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Ji: This happens also with every math problem. It looked very difficult at
the beginning, but once it is solved and looking back, it is simple. One
often wonders how come I did not think of this before. Sometime we feel
that we understood something already, actually we don’t fully understand.
The same thing with writing up papers. We know the answers are simple and
it should be easy to write up papers. But it takes a lot of efforts to
write up good papers.
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Ji: Yes, I will choose math again. We have the freedom to choose what we
want to study and to explore an ever new world. It might be difficult and
challenging, but always interesting and attractive.
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Ji: Yes, my children are interested in math too. We do talk about math and
math books.
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Ji: It is difficult to answer. The beauty lies in the eye of beholder. On
the other hand, math that connects different, unexpected subjects and gives
simple solutions to complicated problems is beautiful. The concise,
precise, powerful ways to describe complex relations and phenomenons 1is
another beautiful aspect of math. For example, think

of the formula e=m c¢2 by Einstein.
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Ji: No, life is to live. All these things make life rich and interesting.
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Ji: There are many, and they have different impacts, for example, my
advisor Shing-Tung Yau and my collaborator Armand Borel.
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Ji: Intuition, imagination and feel are important. The famous Hilbert wrote
a famous book “Geometry and Imagination”
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Ji: I don’ t know much about anything. But I am sure that I am not at such a
level to be classified.
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Ji: The math road might not be straight or smooth but it is beautiful and
fun/cool. Enjoy it!
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